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CONFIDENTIAL STATE 188202 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: OVIP, NI, US 

SUBJECT: OBASANJO VISIT 

REF: LAGOS 8644 

1 . REQUEST EMBASSY SEEK FMG CONCURRENCE TO OCTOBER 1 1-12 
VICE OCTOBER 12-13 FOR OBASANJO MEETINGS WITH PRESIDENT 
CARTER. CHANGE STEMS FROM WHITE HOUSE DESIRE THAT 
WASHINGTON PORTION OF VISIT TAKE PLACE BEFORE TRAVEL AND 
SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS ELSEWHERE IN U.S. OUR HOPE THAT 
CHANGE WILL PERMIT FMG TO ALTER SCHEDULE PROPOSED REFTEL 
SO THAT ACTIVITIES IN NEW YORK, INCLUDING UN ADDRESS, 

MAY FOLLOW RATHER THAN PRECEDE VISIT TO WASHINGTON. 

2. EMBASSY SHOULD, OF COURSE, AVOID GIVING IMPRESSION 
THAT WE ARE SEEKING TO DICTATE THE ACTIVITIES OF THE 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STATE 188202 

NIGERIAN HEAD OF STATE. RATHER, SHOULD EMPHASIZE THE 
GREAT IMPORTANCE, IN OUR VIEW, OF HIS DISCUSSIONS WITH 
PRESIDENT CARTER AND OUR DESIRE THAT THOSE DISCUSSIONS 
BE THE FIRST ORDER OF BUSINESS OF THE VISIT. 

3. RE LAGOS 8712, UPON RECEIPT OF FMG CONCURRENCE REQUESTED 
PARA 1. AF/W WILL CONTACT CFR TO DETERMINE WHAT ARRANGE- 
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MENTS CAN BE MADE. CHRISTOPHER 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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